
Main threats to white-clawed crayfish  
 

North American signal crayfish:   
Introduced to the UK in the 1970’s for the fishery  
industry this large, aggressive species out competes 
our native crayfish for resources such as food. 
  
Crayfish Plague:   
Carried by signal crayfish, this disease is fatal to  
white-clawed crayfish and can kill entire populations 
in a matter of weeks.    
 
Help our native crayfish 
 

Crayfish plague releases spores into our water  
systems.  These spores can attach on to various  
surfaces and may be spread from one waterway to 
another by unaware people.  Wash, dry and if  
possible disinfect equipment thoroughly before using 
a different river, lake or quarry.  It is the drying out 
that is important as any remaining moisture may  
enable the disease to survive.   
 
So next time you are out watching for birds, or going 
for a walk remember - clean the mud off your 
boots….and tripods! 

The South West Crayfish Project : 
The South West Crayfish Project (SWCP) is a  
partnership of organisations working to conserve 
white-clawed crayfish in the south west.   
 
SWCP are re-homing at risk, wild populations to new 
low risk sites in the largest strategic translocation of 
white-clawed crayfish in the UK to date.  A breeding 
programme has been initiated and if successful, it is 
hoped that individuals can be released into ark sites 
in the wild.   
 
SWCP is also working to raise awareness of the plight 
of this valuable species.   
 
Be wise and know the law: 
- It is illegal to introduce non-native crayfish to the wild 
 

- It is illegal to trap or remove any species of crayfish  
  without a trapping licence 
 

- It is illegal to use crayfish as bait 
 
 
 
 

Get involved:  if you know of any groups that may be interested in learning more about the project, or perhaps 
know of a waterway that may be suitable to become an ark site please contact the South West Crayfish  
Project. 
 
For more information visit www.bristolzoo.org.uk, w ww.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk or www.environment-agen cy.gov.uk 
and search for white-clawed crayfish.  Or contact t he South West Crayfish Project communication officer  at BCSF: 
Maddy Rees email. mrees@bristolzoo.org.uk tel. 0117 974 7382 

South West Crayfish Project 

The South West Crayfish Project partners and donors 

Native crayfish have completely disappeared from so me parts of the UK and up to 70% of populations 
have been lost in the south west; the white-clawed crayfish is in trouble and has been designated a UK  
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority species. 

Protect waterway wildlife:  
a British struggle for survival 

Next time you are down by the water spare a moment to think of a creature found  
underneath the surface; white-clawed crayfish play an important part in food chains 
and animals such as herons and otters dine on them.   


